WY gy

R E P ©C R T R E S U M E §

ED 020 505 : AL 001 260

RUNNING A LANGUAGE LABORATORY.

BY- REES, ALUN. L.W.

UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL DE TRUJILLO {PERUV) ' ,
: PUB DATE  MAR 60

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.25 HC-$0.60 13F. .

DESCRIPTORS- *LANGUAGE LABORATORIES, #ENGLISH (SECOMD
LANGUAGE) ;s LANGUAGE PROGRAMS, LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION,
*AUDIOL INGUAL METHODS, LANGUAGE LABORATORY USE, TEACHER
EDUCATION,

THIS ARTICLE DESCRIBES THE LANGUAGE LABORATORY AT THE
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF TRUJILLO AS IT IS USED IN THE
FIVE-YEAR ENGLISH TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM. THE FIRST TWO
YEARS OF THIS COURSE ARE INTENSIVE, BASED ON A STUDY OF
ENGLISH USING LADO-FRIES MATERIALS (FOR LATIN AMERICAN
LEARNERS) WHICH REQUIRE FIVE HOURS OF CLASSWORK A WEEK
SUPPLEMENTED BY FIVE HOURS IN THE LANGUAGE LAB. CLASSES ARE
SCHEDULED BY THE HOUR WITH DIFFERENT MONITORS FOR THE VARIOUS
GROUPS. A REGULAR 50-MINUTE SESSION BEGINS WITH A FREE
CONVERSATION WARM-UP, AFTER WHICH BOOKS AND OTHER STUBENT
PARAPHERNALIA ARE REMOVED BEFORE DRILLS BEGIN. A SHORT BREAK
AFTER THE FIRST 25 MINUTES (FOR ROLL CALL) 1S FOLLOWED BY A
SHORT LANGUAGE GAME AND FURTHER DRILLS. THE FOUR-PHASE DRILLS
(WHICH ACCOMPANY THE LADO-FRIES MATERIALS) OFFER A VARIETY OF
ORAL WORK AND RAMGE OF VOICES. STUDENTS ARE STRICTLY
MONITORED BY A TEACHER LISTENING IN AND STRUCTURAL ERRORS AND
CARELESS PRONUNCIATION ARE CORRECTED ON THE SPOT. MORE
FUNDAMENTAL FROBLEMS ARE NOTED ON SLIPS AND SENT TO THE
CLASSROOM TEACHERS. A PRACTICAL DISCUSSION OF THE CARE AND
CATALOGING OF THE TAPES CONCLUDES THE PAPER. THIS ARTICLE
APPEARED IN "LENGUAJE Y CIENCIAS," NUMBER 27, MARCH 1968,
PUBLISHED BY THE UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL DE TRUJILLO, IN
TRUJILLC. PERU. (AMM) '
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ch01cc wh11e the athers present are werking over dlfferent material
Punctuallty is

tcgethcr. In prnctlce, classcs last fer flfty mlnutes.

_insistcd on despite the fact that the facmltty for individual werk cffe

ed by the laberatory would permit students, arriving late to begin pract
The putpose ¢

1
1
.
A

1ce without sericusly disturbing those already.cccupied.
thls is not only to ensure that each student makes full use cf the tine

alloceted to language practice but alsc because experience has repeatec

shown us that for ontlnum efficacy the class should never be allowed tc¢

lose its identity as & grocup. In other words, the!lnd1v1eua1 members

-shbulé be reminded fron time to time by varicus means that they are
functlcnlng as part cf a corporate body -~ beginning together, working

over the same corpus:of. material, having a2 short break at the seme time

end in fact progressing together, though perhapq not at the same pace.
This does not gainsay some of the benefits derived from any form of

programmed instructicn, that is of allowing the student to proceed at

What it aoéb point to is simply the neced for a general awareness of coh:

adds thet extr

his own rate without being hampered in any way by the presence of other %
esion which, while not interfering with 1nd1v1duq1 work, ¢
] Lhdi 1

incentive by appeeling to the gregaricus instincts cf the students and

helps to cffset the feeling of complete isolation that can so ea811y

engenner bereden from the essentizally medhanlcal and repctitive nature

of drill-work. Our attempt to ccunteract this without allowing the pen:

ulun to swing too. far in the contrary direction sc that the class degen

erates intc a. mere
beccme apparent in
Classes be&in

students enter thc

facsimile of normal classwork with the textbook, wil

the succeceding details of deily rcutine.
cfficially at ten minutes past the hcur, though most

Ccnsequently, the menitor arriv

laboratory earlier.

es & few mlnutes before the hour to prepare the ‘laboratory for cperatic

.with the grcup of students in questicn. As they come in, the students

remove their personzl equipment - plastic rescnator, hearing-tube, and
crystal ecarphone - from the shelf where it is kept, and take up their

The tcacher then engages theose present in gen

.

positions in the‘booths.
erel conversaticn in Emnglish,

?ortunately perhaps, the almost invariable elimate‘of ccastal Pervu
does nct encourage resort to that old stand-by, the weather. Hewever,
there are a2 host of more suitable topics that hold the students' attent’

ion and entail a kind of loosening-up befcre the less spontaneous work
ois begun. Current films, new musical releases, lccal events, and persc’

Eﬁigl details of students' plars, 11kcs and d1s11kes, seen to be the most

e cn e e
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fltable bases for sperklng cff frec conversatlon.

When 211 students are present, anu it is tinme to play over the Lrllls,
bocks and odds-and-ends brought ia "by the students are . collected and
gsed on the teacher's table. This measure is taken to prevent the
ptatlﬂn to refer covertly to the written text of the drills. Occesion-
y, during the course cf the hour, the superviscr mnay nonentarily leave
master-cecnsole and welk eround the room te ensure, that students are
ning well into their booths, or to prevent the inveterete doodler ox
get from effac1ng the walls of hls beeth with a pencil or other object

handed in at the beginning of the class, Notices such es: 'Do nct
ibble on .the walls of ycur booth' pass,unﬁeeded once the student has
isfied his cufiosity-as tc the neaning of the word *scribble’. ‘The‘

t and obvious answer to this is to keep labo .ratory work interesting,
inforced.by cccasional class-tiﬁe inspection.

After the first twenty-five minutes there is an enforced break of
out four to seven minutes. Here a complete change cof activity is intro-
ced W1th the purpose of en11ven1ng the class as & whole just when pro-
nged repetition tends to ‘have a noticeable wearying effect on the stud-

ts. This shift of language activity takes the form'of calling the rcll,
3)

llowed by a shecrt language ganec.

A ninimum attendance of scventy-five percent is compulsory, and extra
ternal incentive tc a regular appearance in the laboratory is provided
the fact‘that a'gocd grasp of the drills coverad is essential to pass
d-of-term oral examinations. Checking ettendance consumnes little time
cause the maxlmum capacxty of the laboratory is twelve. .

The language game, which varies every day, is drawn to a close after
out five minutes. In selecting or modifying a particular game to suit
¢ needs of a particular group, it should be borne in miné that what
ay appear puerile to the native speaker of English will often be quite!
ceptable to even the adult lzarnmer of the language who wiil be too en~_
rogssed in the language aspect of the game to feel humiliated by its in-
ellectual level., With suitable intervels the same game may be repeated
igein and again without necessarily growing tediots; especially if sub-

etcted to slight variations. The whcla point of the-exercise is that
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apart {rom supplying 11m1ted practice in English, it should involve the
whole cless in e unifying activity which serves as & stimulating brezk
from the forty minutes of class time devoted to nore’ routlne work.

One could contend that two separate periods a day of twenty ninute,
ecach wculd be more effective in maintaining interest than the apparentl
disjointed procedure cutlined above. However, as the University time-

table for all subjects is fermulated on the basis of teaching units of

one hour, such a system would break into two such units instead of mere

onz 28 at present and conscequently interfere with en zlready overloaded
student time-table. Furthermore, the prospect of twe visits to the len
uage labcratory fivevddys,a weck over. a pericd of two years wculd be en
ough to daunt even the most highly motiveted student, nc matter hew shc

the sessions might be. : .
The tape used for this particuler laboratory course has been prepai

.ed by the staff of The English Language Institute, Ann Arber, Michigan,

to accompeny the Lado and Fries written text. A large variety of oral
work dellvered by male and female voices incorporates substltutlon,
transfcrmatlon, response and directed discourse drills. These drills
follow the four-stage pzttern of stimulus/student respofise/correct resp
onse/student repetiticn of correct response. |

To prevent the 1nev*tab1e wear from regular use, we made our own
copy of the master-tape by linking two tape-recorders. ‘When the copy
becomes worn we can egsily furnish a new recording from the master-copy
which has been safely stored away. On preparing the first such copy we
decided to omit the final pause that allows for student repetition of
the correct response, i.e. stage four, in the hope nct so much of speed
ing up the prggramme ag‘of preventing the lazy student from ansvering
only after hearing the_éc;rect response given by the master voice. But,
subsequent experience ﬁgé.revealed that although effective in the latte
aim, it creatcd a sericus drawback which persuaded us ttc re-intrcduce t
original four-phase rhytﬁﬁ. For if the student has given an incorrett
response ne feels frustration at not being allowed to repeat it after
magter-voice'and tends to mumble it neverthless whxch interferes with
accurate ccmnrechension of the following cue'd) Student laziness is best

combatted by instilling interest and enforcing rigorous and constent

supervision. The four-phase drill naturally favours the slower stud

but even for those who consistently supply the correct response the

AR
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irst time, thefe aeeﬁs to be no harm in repcating it after the master-
ice. After all, thé-object of the langusge laboratory is to aid in
culcating correct language habits, and in the learning of any skill
petition of activity is essential.

Laboratory and class work arxe tlosely co-ordinated. Every day the
tudents go over at leasf twice eaéh,‘Bften more, thcse_drillszfirst
ntroduced and practised the previous day in class and partly written

lut as homework. Shouléd class work - which is ocbviously slower because

ere the new materlal is presented for the first time - fell behlnd the
aboratory practice, then this affords the opportunity for revisicn or
dditional work such as the learning of a poem or song, or for recordirg
tudents' efforts to be filed for further reference. ‘

Monitoxring of student progress. is strict, The teacher listens-in

o individuals at random and makes all necessary comments in English over'

he mlcrOphone which can be switched on to any booth he may select. The
im of this superv1sloﬂ is, of course,_not merely to correct mlstakes -
he repetition of the correct answer by the master-tepe con51derab1y
educes the need for thls - but to keep the students on their toes by
iscouraging mumbllng or mere moufhing cf responses, idle chatting to
elghbours, day- dream1ng or doodling, all -of which would stifle the eff-
kctlveness of any progranme if allowed free rein. With this in mlnd

the conscientious monitor soon reforms the newcomer who might regard his

hour in the laboratcry as an hour of forced labour which can nevertheless

be spent comfortebly in passive and effortless listening.

l

| When a student has a particular probler he sinmply raises his hand

without disturbing the other members of the class in any way and the

menitor listens-in to his booth immediately. More general difficulties

unay be dealt with by sddressing the whole group 81mu1taneously over the
inicrophone, but for reasons which should be apparent from the earlier
discussion, in this case we have fcund it more advantageous to stop the
programme, request all the students te remcve their headphones and to
¢cal with them as a group as in the clessroom. Occasionally the resolv-
ing of 2 problem may requirc the use of the blackboard. and this nas been
conveniently placed so that no student has tc meve fre his seat or crane
‘his neck tc see what has been writtem up. ' |

Structural errors,which are not numercus owiﬂg to the ;onstruction
¢f the drills, can usually be corrected on the spot, as can careless

slips in pronuncistion. More fundamental pronunciation errors need more
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thcrough 2nd systematic treatment. J.A. Roemmele mainteins that, ‘...

the d1ff1cu1t1es in anltsh which are endemlc for a French or Spanisn’
student nmust f1rst be explalned in cless and only then can the monitox
correct him by reminding him of the phonclogical .explanetions previousl
given's) This is true, end is tha prctedure we have adoptad, Yet scme
of these problems zre so deeply rooted through the interference of the
mother tongue, e.g. with Spanish-speaking students the inability to hea

and produce the difference between the phonemes /i/ and /i:/, the addit

jon of the Spenish 'e' sound before the English 's' in initial positicy

‘and the 'substitution of the tr111ed 'r' for the normal English 'r' soun

'that they ea311y lapse into the1r old habits. Merely pinpointing the

¢ difficulty over the mlcrophone cr referring to previcus clesswork, is

not always an adequate remedy. These cases naturally call for further
treatment which should alweys be at hend. - _

We have evolved a rather novel system of dealing with thls. There
is a close liaison between the labtoratory supervisors and the pronunc-
jation teecher. When the monitcr detects a persistent pronunciation
error by any omne étudent, he fills out a form scmewhat, resembling a do:

or's prescription. This states the student’'s name, year, group andé det

~ails of the particular problem. The monitor adds the date and his own

signature and hands it to thé student after the class., The latter the
makes an aprointment with the pronunc1at10n teacher whp resclves the

difficulty, first by ensuring student reccgnition of the sound or souuc

1° 0 .
in quesfion, followed by correct reproduction by means of additional cr

A\l

'11s, well-known teckniques, e.g. the elimimating of the intrusive Span:

~

"' sound by proionging the initial Eanglish 's' scund;.and occasionallj
by"réference to charts of the vgcal organs. He subsequently signs the
paper and the student returns it tc his monitor in the languagé labovai
ory. .

. Anart from the attendance shecet, the daily record of drills cover.
and the periodic recording and filing of student performances, a furti.
check is kept cn progress. This takes the form of a file on each stu~

which is filled in by each monitor at the end c¢f every month for the ¢
ps under his supervision; This shows how the student is responding =°

laboratery work - end renrinds the supervisor that he should be alert °

A rather cramped versicn is renroduced on the next page.

Q




LANGUAGE LABORATORY - MONTHLY REPORTS * - . .. . =
Language: __ Ccurse: ‘3" Near om“mnmm%m 2 m
Surnames - IN BLOCK LETTERS: - . . - . - Christian Names: __- ”m
. - T e . . e, R s . ‘. -, . R |
R . Thris reccrd was initiated on the _of - - ,:196 . . |
BT i Clzss: April May June July Total: X’ August etc. m
: |
Wﬁﬁﬁﬁm»:ﬁm & Lab: 1 W
! Regponse Frequenacy:
= Resporse Fluency:
Pronunciatign: :
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! |
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.- 1 ] Specieal
Difficulties: . .
]
Remarks: K
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Tapes are handled with great care. They are stored in a shelf in

' the master-console where they remain dry and free from dust,protected
in their individual containers. To promote rapid reference we have devi.
sed a simple identification system for all the tapes in our collection.
Those for English, French, Gernan, Japanese, and assorted subjects are

| kept in separate compartments. On the edge of each reel container (a
flat cardboard box) a typewritten slip indicates the copic, serial numb-

er, and lessons included on the tape inside, e.g.

'"English Sentence Patterns'
Tepe 2 Lessons: 13- 25

On opening the box it is found that no informetion is y1ven on the
plastic reel itself, for it often happens that a take-up reel becomes
temporarily switched .50 that confusion would result. However, all rele-
vant information is shown on a smell typewrltten sheet affixed to the

inner wall of the box, e.g.

Noen

"Enélieﬁ'Senience Pacterns'. 2

-

. GREEN - 1 13(1.1.)/# 15(2.2.).
‘RED . - 2 16(1.3.) # 19(1.1.) :
- . .} "GREEN - 3 19(2.1.) # 22(3.2.) )

S ‘I RED - & 22(3.2.) 4 25(3.1.)

The first item above.é;dld:signify that, beginning with the zreer leade
tape, and switched toc track 1, thé following lessons would bé played ba
1esson 13, part 1, dr111 number 1, -to be ‘ollowed by all thcse up to
and 1nc1ud1ng lesson 15 part 2, drill 2. -
The leader-tapes ‘are each about two and a half feet in length Gre
is invarlably used to:head tracks 1 and 3, and red for tracks 2 and 4.
The above details, in abbreviated form are also written with bal‘-point
pen on the apprcpriate leader-tapes as & safety measure agalnst a tape
being 1nadvertent1y separated from its.correct contalﬂer. For example,

"bmsem e

the grecn leader-tape in the above instance would be 1nscr1bed

)
o FE.8.p. 2 Tr.l 13-15 # Tr.3 19-22

.

1Y

This precautioh has rendered superfluous the prefaéing of each tape -wi!

a spoken identification.

It has become standard practice to return every tape to its cont?2’

ﬁER&C
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f after use, with the gréeﬁ léaderwtape uppérmosr. This may'reéult in
rinding if one wishes to play tracks 3 or 4, both of which are always
aded with red leader-tape, but orderliness is preférred tc unfidiness
-the language laborétory.Our recorders pernit the freeing of the tape
pm the ragnetlc-head slot when reW1nc1ng. The lessened friction not
.y helps to speed up the process but alsc reduces additional wvear,

The procedure so far described begs thc question cf how tec locate
lesson or drill that fells within the group defined ty the commencing
d terminating lesscns. Hew, for exampie, can one find lesson Xl,part
| drill 2; without wasting time in trial and error? Thexe was only one

actical solution to this problem: the tépes had te be played through

Bth reference to the writfén text so thét alleaflet could be compiled

fich would specify the exact 'location of any dr111 by indicating the

spectlve number on the connter dial of the tape-renorder. This catal-

uing had to be standardlzed by L31ng the same tape-recorder end comn-

cing eech track with a counter setrxng of 009. The. result appears in

'aflet form es in the following extract'

TAPE 1

2.

Reéd leader-tape - Track 2

Lesson... . Counter = Drill - ' Page
X1 Parf 1 000 la.i. - 97

' ' 033 - P la.2. 97

071 1b.1. . .99

. 090 22.1, . 100

S
N

The apparently painsteking task took no more ‘than two free mornings

or the course in question. It has pa1d d1v1dends in the speed and ease

} wvhich any drill can be set ready for replaylnw, with a consequent ben-
ficial effecg on the wear and tear of equipmént and teacher patience.

Nch 2 reference sheet also serves as a further’ check on the content of
he various tepes.

The langua{e laboratory has also been stocked with a variety of other

8neuage material bty connecting the main tape-recorder elther to a recoud-

layer or to a subsidiary tape-recorder and thus covylng tapes or records

N loaq. By thig means cur sound library in English now embedies such
.,aried.rgcnrdings as lectures given abroad, professiocnal poetry readings,

pnd dialopgues, a .small collection of British and Americen scngs, both

ER&c rMltmnal and modern. sveeches by Churchill, a seriee of talks on
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teaching English in difficult cireumstances;-given by Dr. West and orig-
inally broadcast by the B. B.C., andreo o, We have also produced our  owm

recordlngs tallored to the needs of particular classes. These include

programming for the teach1ng of facts, recordings of short samples of

01d Fnglish, stories, pronunclatlon drills. Also, before guests sign our
Visitors' Book, they are invited to listen-in to a tape in either English
‘or Spanish, entitled: Pyisitors® Introduction to "the Language Laboratory.”
This opens with sone information about the settlng-up of the laboratory, |

.followed by a.brief explanatlon of 1ts purpose and functlon, 111ustrated

o o -

by a. recorded sample of a student at werk.
- For, recordings macde off the prenises, for example of - demonstratlon

Engllsh classes given 1n local schools (used 1n the’ Methodology course),

a. portable tape-recorder 1s emp]oyed To maintain the quality of sound

WP S

| reproductlon of our equipmeht a series of souné contrasts have been re-
corded to be played from t1me to time to different native speakers of
| English to ensure that the sounds are being clearly reproduced. Contrastl
are given between the following ‘fricatives in both initial and final po- .
sitions: /8/ - Isl, /8] - I£], Isl-- If]. S o
All tepes in English recorded by.us are normally spoken by natives
- either .British or Amerlcan - and de11vered at just a 11tt1e slower than
ordinary conversation speed. Unlike nusic, they are taped at low veloc-,
ity. Three helpful aids to producing better recordings’ that mlght te
passed on to the reader approachlng latoratory work for the first time,
are the follow1ng. ‘the m1crophone should be placed on an obJect clear j
of extraneous v1bratlons frcm the tape-recorder or speaker, ctherwise th

‘recording w111 we permeated with a continuous hummlng, the mlcrOphone

shculd be placed about thirty centimetres from, and almost 31de—on to

the speaker tc prevent his breath from produclng the characterlstlc hiss
ing sound that tends to be interspersed throughout ameteur recordings;
prepared scripts, which are essentizl, should be inserted in a trans-
parent plastic folder to avoidrustling being recorded, and filed'for
reference after use.

. We are-currently working on two projeats. The first is the prep-
eration of an orientation tape in Spanish for new students, erplaining
the. value of laboratory work, its procedure, and the need“fcr conséient-
iousness. The second, and more laborious, is the formulation of approp-

riate scripts to .accompany the showing of selected slides. The language
laboratory has a permanent acreen on.the wall oppesite. the naster-censcl
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the showing of sl1dee co- ordlnated W1th a master~voice. We have not,
yet, explored the p0381b111tmes of teaching the reading or writing
11s, or of using the laboratory for any form of objective testing,
fugh attention may be turned tc these in the future. ‘ B
A1l aSpects of laboratory wcrk gre. under the superv131on of the tca~-
r OfflClally appecinted head of the language laberatcry. His duties are
jious ‘and orerous and of great 1mpor;ence to the smecoth running.of the
rtallat1on. Besidece sdministratien and conducting classes himself, he
b to handle ell the minor details that coculd seriously interrupt the
lectiveness of the laboratory. Thus he checks equlpment frequently,

s running repairs, such as the splicing of brecken tapes’ and minor
lustments to the tape-recorders. Breakdowns of a more serlous nature

} usually. be attended to by a local dealer, for the simplicity of our
jipment results in delays only when an important part of a* machlne has

be’ replaced The head of the laboratory is also reSponslble-for keep~-

;] up to date an inventory of equipment that lists all items down to the
11lest spare screw.

E It is a truism that the value of the language laboratory depends

?n the overall quality of the recorded programme. With the present

:llferatlcn of laboratorles, often as ends 1n themselves, one may add

E caution that the utility of any programme depends in turn and in large

?t on the monitor's ability to instil and maintain interest. We hope
it this comprehensive survey cf the f%nctioning of our own installation
E shown that although the language laboratory may be a'labour-saving
ylce, this does not entail that the teacher's role degencrates to that
a mere machine minder. On the other hand, by freeing the teacher from

physical task of conducring,groups-in drill work, he is given scope

p
E
Eexercise his initietive and skill in new directicns.
:
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